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INTRODUCTION:
THE JOY OF
PLAYING EASY
CHRISTMAS
SONGS ON GUITAR

The  holiday  season
brings a unique kind of
magic, and few things
capture  that  spir it
quite like the sound of
a  guitar  strumming
famil iar  Christmas
melodies. Whether you
a r e  a  c o m p l e t e
beginner  who  just
p i c k e d  u p  t h e
instrument  or  a  more
experienced  player
looking  for  a  relaxed
holiday  repertoire,
l e a r n i n g  e a s y

Christmas  songs  on
guitar  is  one  of  the
m o s t  r e w a r d i n g
musical  journeys  you
can take. These songs
are not only enjoyable
to play but also provide
an excellent foundation
for  building  essential
guitar  skills.
Christmas music tends
to be built  on simple,
r e p e t i t i v e  c h o r d
progressions.  Many
classic  carols  use  just
three  or  four  chords,
making them ideal for
beginners.  Playing
these songs allows you
to  p rac t i ce  chord
transitions,  develop  a
steady  strumming
h a n d ,  a n d  b u i l d
confidence  in  your

https://www2.lacavedespapilles.com/


2

2 Easy Christmas Songs On Guitar 2023-05-08

playing  ability.  More
importantly,  you  can
share  the  joy  of  live
music with family and
f r i e n d s  d u r i n g
gatherings, around the
tree,  or  at  hol iday
parties.  In  this  guide,
w e  w i l l  e x p l o r e
everything you need to
know  about  playing
easy  Christmas  songs
on  guitar,  from  the
basic  chords  required
to  specific  song
recommendations  and
practice  tips  that  will
have  you  strumming
along  in  no  time.

WHY CHRISTMAS
SONGS ARE
PERFECT FOR
BEGINNER
GUITARISTS

The  holiday  repertoire
is  uniquely  suited  for
guitar  learners  for
several  reasons.  First,
t he  me lod i e s  a re
familiar.  When  you
already  know  how  a

song goes, it becomes
much  easier  to  lock
into  the  rhythm  and
ensure you are playing
the  right  notes.  This
familiarity reduces the
l e a r n i n g  c u r v e
significantly.
Second,  most  easy
Christmas  songs  on
guitar  use  the  same
handful of open chords.
Once you learn G, C, D,
Em, and Am, you can
play dozens of holiday
f a v o r i t e s .  T h i s
efficiency  means  you
s p e n d  l e s s  t i m e
memorizing  shapes
and more time making
music. Third, Christmas
songs  o f ten  have
gentle,  predictable
tempos. You will rarely
encounter  complex
s y n c o p a t i o n  o r
lightning-fast  chord
changes in a carol. This
slower pace gives your
fingers  time  to  move
c l e a n l y  b e t w e e n
positions,  which  is
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e x a c t l y  w h a t  a
beginner  needs  to
build muscle memory.
Finally,  there  is  the
motivational  factor.
Learning to play songs
that  people  love  and
recognize  is  deeply
satisfying.  When  you
play  "Jingle  Bells"  or
"Silent  Night"  for  an
audience,  you  see
smiles  light  up.  That
positive  reinforcement
encourages  you  to
keep practicing,  which
is  the  s ing le  most
important ingredient in
becoming  a  better
guitarist.

ESSENTIAL
CHORDS FOR EASY
CHRISTMAS
SONGS ON GUITAR

Before  div ing  into
specific  songs,  let  us
cover  the  essential
chord  vocabulary.  The
f o l l o w i n g  c h o r d s
appear  in  the  vast

m a j o r i t y  o f  e a s y
Christmas  songs  on
gu i ta r .  I f  you  can
transition  smoothly
between these shapes,
you  will  have  a  solid
foundation.

Open
Major
Chords
G  Major  (G):  Place
your  middle  finger  on
the third fret of the low
E  string,  your  index
finger  on  the  second
fret of the A string, and
your  ring  finger  on  the
third fret of the high E
string.  Strum  all  six
strings.  This  chord  is
the backbone of many
holiday songs.
C Major (C): Your ring
finger goes on the third
fret  of  the  A  string,
your  middle  finger  on
the second fret of the
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D  str ing,  and  your
index finger on the first
fret  of  the  B  string.
Strum from the A string
down.
D  Major  (D):  Place
your  index  finger  on
the second fret of the
G  str ing,  your  r ing
finger  on  the  third  fret
of  the  B  string,  and
your  middle  finger  on
the second fret of the
high  E  string.  Strum
only  the  bottom  four
strings.
A Major (A): Use your
index, middle, and ring
fingers  to  press  the
second fret of the D, G,
a n d  B  s t r i n g s
respectively.  Strum
from the A string down.

Open
Minor

Chords
E  Minor  (Em):  Place
your  middle  finger  on
the second fret of the A
string  and  your  ring
finger  on  the  second
fret  of  the  D  string.
Strum  all  six  strings.
Th i s  i s  one  o f  the
easiest chords to play.
A  Minor  (Am):  Your
index  finger  goes  on
the  first  fret  of  the  B
string,  your  middle
finger  on  the  second
fret of the D string, and
your  ring  finger  on  the
second  fret  of  the  G
string. Strum from the
A string down.
If  you  can  play  these
six chords cleanly, you
a l ready  know  the
harmonic  foundation
for  songs  like  "Jingle
Bells,"  "Silent  Night,"
"We Wish You a Merry
Christmas,"  "Rudolph
t h e  R e d - N o s e d
Reindeer,"  and  many
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others.  Spend  a  few
minutes  each  day
practicing  transitions
between these chords,
f o c u s i n g  o n
smoothness  rather
than  speed.

TOP 5 EASY
CHRISTMAS
SONGS ON GUITAR
FOR BEGINNERS

Here  are  five  classic
s o n g s  t h a t  a r e
particularly  accessible
for  guitarists  who  are
just starting out.  Each
song  uses  only  a  few
c h o r d s  a n d  h a s  a
s t r a i g h t f o r w a r d
strumming pattern.

1. Jingle
Bells
" J i n g l e  B e l l s "  i s
arguably  the  most
recognizable Christmas
song  in  the  world.  It
uses just three chords:

G, C, and D. The verse
follows a simple G - G -
C - C - G - G - D - G
progress ion .  The
chorus moves through
G, C, G, D, and back to
G. The tempo is lively
but not rushed. Strum
in  a  steady  down-up-
down-up pattern. Focus
o n  k e e p i n g  y o u r
rhythm consistent. This
song  is  perfect  for
p r a c t i c i n g  c h o r d
changes  because  the
transitions are frequent
but easy.

2. Silent
Night
"Si lent  Night"  is  a
gentle, slow carol that
is beautiful to play on
guitar. It primarily uses
G, D, Em, and C. The
chord  changes  are
spaced out, giving you
plenty of time to move
your  fingers.  This  song
is excellent for working
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on  your  fingerpicking
technique if  you  want
t o  t r y  a  s o f t e r
a p p r o a c h .
Alternatively,  a  simple
down-strum  on  each
chord  change  works
wonder fu l l y .  The
melody  is  so  familiar
that even if you miss a
strum,  you  can  easily
find your place again.

3. We
Wish You
a Merry
Christma
s
This  cheerful  song  is
another  three-chord
wonder,  using  G,  C,
a n d  D .  T h e  c h o r d
progression  is  almost
identical  to  "J ingle
Bells,"  which means if
you have learned one,

you  have  essentially
learned the other. The
strumming pattern can
be a straight 4/4 beat.
T h e  c h o r u s  i s
particularly fun to play
because it has a bright,
uplifting feel. This is a
great  song  to  play  at
the  end  of  a  holiday
g a t h e r i n g  w h e n
everyone  is  singing
along.

4.
Rudolph
the Red-
Nosed
Reindeer
"Rudolph" uses G, C, D,
and  Em.  The  verse
starts  with  G  and  C,
then moves through D
and  G.  The  chorus
introduces  Em  for  a
slightly  different
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harmonic  flavor.  The
song  has  a  bouncy,
swing  feel  to  it.  You
can  achieve  this  by
emphasizing  the  first
and third beats of each
measure. This song is a
little  more challenging
than  the  first  three
because  of  the  Em
chord, but it is still very
manageab le  fo r  a
beginner.

5. Frosty
the
Snowman
"Frosty  the  Snowman"
is  a  fun,  upbeat  song
that uses G, C, D, and
occasionally  A.  The
chord  progression  is
similar to many of the
other songs on this list,
which is great because
it  reinforces the same
chord  shapes  and
transitions. The melody

is  playful ,  and  the
rhy thm  i s  easy  to
follow.  This  song  is  a
good  one  to  practice
singing while you play,
a s  t h e  m e l o d y  i s
straightforward  and
stays close to the root
notes of the chords.

STRUMMING
PATTERNS AND
TECHNIQUES FOR
CHRISTMAS
SONGS

Once  you  know  the
chords, the next step is
to  develop  a  reliable
strumming pattern. For
most  easy  Christmas
songs  on  guitar ,  a
simple  down-up-down-
up  pattern  is  all  you
need.  Here  are  a  few
patterns to try.

Basic
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Down-Up
Pattern
Set your metronome to
a  slow tempo,  around
80  beats  per  minute.
Strum  down  on  the
beat  and  up  on  the
offbeat.  This  is  written
as  D  U  D  U.  Practice
this pattern on a single
chord  unti l  i t  feels
natural.  Then  try  it
while changing chords.
The goal is to keep the
s t r u m m i n g  h a n d
moving  continuously,
even  as  your  fretting
hand changes shape.

Waltz
Pattern
for 3/4

Time
Songs  l ike  "S i lent
Night" are in 3/4 time,
meaning  there  are
t h r e e  b e a t s  p e r
measure.  The  classic
waltz strum is down on
beat  one,  down  on
beat two, and down on
beat three. This gives a
gentle,  swaying  feel.
You can also do down,
d o w n - u p ,  d o w n .
Experiment  with  both
to  see  which  feels
more  comfortable.

Adding
Accents
To make your  playing
more  dynamic,  add  a
slight emphasis to the
first  beat  of  each
measure. This is called
a c c e n t i n g .  F o r
example ,  i n  a  4 /4
pattern,  strum slightly
harder  on  beat  one.



Easy Christmas Songs On Guitar 9

9

This  simple  technique
adds  musicality  and
helps  define  the
rhythm for listeners. It
is  especially  effective
in songs like "We Wish
Y o u  a  M e r r y
Christmas."

TIPS FOR
PRACTICING EASY
CHRISTMAS
SONGS ON GUITAR

Practice  is  the  key  to
improvement,  but  not
all  practice  is  equally
effective.  Here  are
some tips to help you
make the most of your
t i m e  w i t h  e a s y
Christmas  songs  on
guitar.
Start slow. There is a
natural  temptation  to
play  at  fu l l  speed,
especially  with upbeat
songs. Resist this urge.
Slow  practice  builds
accuracy  and  muscle
m e m o r y .  U s e  a
metronome  to  keep

your tempo steady and
increase  the  speed
g r a d u a l l y  a s  y o u
b e c o m e  m o r e
comfortable.
Focus on transitions.
The  hardest  part  of
p lay ing  chords  i s
m o v i n g  f r o m  o n e
shape  to  another .
Identify the transitions
that  give  you  trouble
and  practice  them  in
isolation. For example,
if moving from G to C is
difficult,  practice  just
those two chords back
and  forth  for  a  few
minutes each day.
Sing while you play.
Even  i f  you  do  not
consider  yourself  a
singer,  humming  or
singing  the  melody
helps  you  internalize
the  song  structure.  It
also forces you to stay
in rhythm because you
cannot  stop  to  fix  a
c h o r d  w i t h o u t
interrupting  the  vocal
line. This is a powerful
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skill to develop early.
Use  chord  charts.
Many  websites  offer
free  chord  charts  for
Christmas songs.  Print
them  out  and  keep
them  in  a  b inder .
Hav ing  the  cho rd
progression  visible
above the lyrics makes
it easy to follow along
without  memorizing
every  change.
Record yourself. Use
your phone to record a
short  video  of  your
practice session. Listen
back to hear where you
are  rushing  or  where
chords  sound  muddy.
This objective feedback
i s  i n v a l u a b l e  f o r
improvement.

EXPANDING YOUR
REPERTOIRE WITH
MORE EASY
CHRISTMAS
SONGS

O n c e  y o u  h a v e
mastered  the  five

songs  listed  earlier,
there  are  many  other
easy  Christmas  songs
on guitar that you can
add  to  your  setlist.
Here  are  a  few  more
recommendations.
"Away in a Manger"
uses G, D, and C. It is
s l o w  a n d  g e n t l e ,
s im i la r  to  "S i l en t
Night."  This  song  is
e x c e l l e n t  f o r
fingerpicking practice.
"The First Noel" uses
G, C,  D,  and Em. The
chord  progression  is
slightly longer than the
others, which makes it
a good next step after
you have mastered the
simpler songs.
"O  Christmas  Tree"
uses G, D, and Em. It
has  a  straightforward
structure and a melody
that is  easy to follow.
This is a good song for
working  on  your  Em
chord transitions.
"Joy  to  the  World"
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uses  G,  C,  D,  and  A.
The  A  chord  adds  a
new shape to practice.
T h e  s o n g  i s  m o r e
energetic,  so  it  is  a
good one to play when
you want to end a set
on a high note.
Each  of  these  songs
reinforces  the  same
fundamental  ski l ls
whi le  int roduc ing
s l i g h t l y  n e w
challenges. By working
through them, you will
g radua l l y  bu i l d  a
comprehensive holiday
repertoire.

OVERCOMING
COMMON
CHALLENGES FOR
BEGINNER
GUITARISTS

Learning  to  play  easy
Christmas  songs  on

guitar  is  not  always
smooth  sailing.  Here
are  some  common
challenges and how to
overcome them.
Buzzing  strings.  If
your  chords  sound
buzzy,  it  is  usually
because  your  fingers
are  not  pressing  the
strings  firmly  enough,
or  they  are  touching
adjacent  strings.  Slow
down  and  check  the
placement  of  each
finger.  Make  sure  your
fingertips  are  pressing
straight  down  on  the
strings.
Sore  fingertips.  This
i s  no rma l  fo r  new
players.  Your  fingertips
need  time  to  develop
c a l l u s e s .  I n  t h e
meantime,  take  short
breaks


